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Sustainability is the wicked problem of design in the 21st century. 
—D.C. Wahl
Design problems are “indeterminate” and “wicked” because design 
has no special subject matter of its own apart from what a designer 
conceives it to be. The subject matter of design is potentially 
universal in scope, because design thinking may be applied to any 
area of human experience. 
—Richard Buchanan
Source: Nasa
Source: Nasa
Source: http://www.forwallpaper.com/wallpaper/orange-glass-ball-416020.html
Source: OVERVIEW http://vimeo.com/55073825

What many people call impossible may actually only  
be a limitation of imagination that can be overcome  
by better design thinking.
—Richard Buchanan
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Imagination has been central to the work of anyone who is involved 
in change in the society in which they live… It should come as little 
surprise that imagination plays an essential role in decision-making 
on complex issues. Accepting a central role for the imagination does 
not mean that we abandon standards for assessing the validity and 
reliability of the knowledge so generated; it indicates the potential 
for change and shows us where to look. 
—Valerie Brown
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A systems perspective requires an appreciation (at minimum) 
and an understanding (at best) of how various systems interact 
with each other. These include environmental, financial, and 
social systems.  
—Nathan Shedroff
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For young designers, I see sustainability as an agreement with 
themselves, their peers, and their communities. It is an acknowledge-
ment on the part of the individual that they will take more factors into 
account than an assignment or job stipulates. Sustainability requires 
more work; more research, more development, more trial and error, 
more refining. But if we can train our young designers to see beyond 
the immediate benefits of a product or service, and to look at the long 
term effects of its existence, then we can begin to move towards 
creating products and services that last longer, reach more people, and 
not only have less impact upon, but perhaps even improve the 
ecological, economic and social systems that impact our lives.
